Hazard Identification Sheet (updated Jan 2024)
Durham University Botanic Garden, Hollingside Lane, South Road, Durham, DH1 3TN www.durham.ac.uk/botanic.garden botanic.garden@durham.ac.uk 
Please note: This is NOT a risk assessment. Teachers should follow DCSF Guidelines and write their own.

Please note: First aid provision is provided by Durham University. Any issues report to LET staff or Botanic Garden front desk. Following guidance, visiting groups should also have accompanying first aider and provision. 

	Hazard Identification
	Risk to all pupils and staff
	Existing control measures
	Further action by school

	Vehicles on approach roads to the Botanic Garden and on Hollingside Lane.
	Could be bumped or knocked over.

	School staff should supervise children.
Ask coaches to drop you at the “park and ride” entrance and there is then no road to cross. Ask to be picked up there.
	

	Uneven paths, slippery paths, wet grass, muddy patches.
	Slip, fall, injury.

	School staff should supervise children and remind them not to run. Advise suitable foot ware for outdoors.
	

	Steps/stairs in various locations.
	Slip, fall, injury.

	School staff should supervise children and warn children of potential hazards.
	

	Ponds (there are several ponds in the Garden – one near the Visitor Centre, two in the greenhouse and two in the woodland garden).
	Injury, getting wet.

	All ponds are relatively shallow (max 4 ft) and are signposted.
School children should be carefully supervised when near the ponds.
	

	Weather 
	Sun/Heat

Cold/wet

Wind
	Children should be advised to dress appropriately for the weather and apply sun cream if needed. Waterproofs might be needed; it’s a 5 minute walk from the entrance to the greenhouse. Avoid going into the woods if it’s extremely windy.
	

	Hot temperatures in glasshouses.
	Overheating, fainting.

	On hot days children should be encouraged to remove coats/hats/other garments.
	

	Some plants have sharp spines and thorns. Some sculptures have sharp edges.
	Cuts, scratches, thorns in skin, rips to clothing
	Children to be reminded not to touch plants unless directed to do so. Children supervised at all times.
	

	Extensive grounds and local woodland..
	Becoming separated from group, getting lost.
	Children to be supervised carefully.
All staff aware of ‘missing child’ procedures.
	

	Contact with plants, soil, bugs and sheep
	Infection, sickness, allergy
	Hand washing to be carried out..
	

	Stings from bees or wasps.
	Soreness, swelling, allergic reaction. Distress and panic.
	Children should be supervised at all times.

	

	The Garden is a working environment and machinery may be in use, e.g. Grass cutters, strimmers, tractors, chainsaws, hedge cutters.
	Injury


	Children should be supervised at all times.

	

	Improper conduct or allegations of such.
	Physical and mental harm, litigation.
	CRB clearance for all staff with unsupervised access to children and all staff to work to University Guidelines on working with children and young people.
	

	Fire
	Burns, suffocation, death.
	The greenhouse and visitor centre are have fire alarms. If you hear a fire alarm always leave the building. Testing is not normally carried out during school visits.
	


