
 

 
 

WELCOME NEWSLETTER 1 

 
As a new member of Ustinov College, we will be sending you information before you arrive in 
Durham on College staff, things to do before you arrive, and news from the College. We hope 
that you find this information useful and look forward to welcoming you to Ustinov! 
 
Follow us on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter for more arrival and college information. You can 
also view our 360 virtual tour of College and familiarise yourself with Ustinov in advance of your 
arrival! 
 

MEET THE TEAM 
 
In each newsletter, we will introduce different team members – this week, we are introducing our 
College Management Team. 
 
PRINCIPAL – PROFESSOR GLENN MCGREGOR 
Glenn is responsible for leading the implementation of the University Strategy within the College, 
leadership of a cohesive and distinctive scholarly community and participation in fundraising, 
stewardship and the green development of the College premises and facilities. Glenn also works 
closely with the staff team at Ustinov to ensure that strategies are in place to achieve the 
College's vision of becoming an internationally recognised postgraduate community that 
celebrates the strength arising from diversity, collegiality and interdisciplinarity. 
 
VICE-PRINCIPAL – SARAH PRESCOTT 

Sarah supports the Principal in the implementation of the University Strategy within the College; 
has strategic oversight for academic initiatives such as the Global Citizenship Programme and 
has specific responsibility for building and sustaining a strong research culture as well as wider 
student experience and enrichment. As Vice Principal, she also has oversight of the Membership 
and Student Support provision within College and alumni relations.  
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – PAULA FURNESS 
Paula leads on membership, student support and wellbeing activities within College. Paula also 
manages the Membership Office team, which comprises our Student Support Administrator and 
College Administration Coordinator.  
 
COLLEGE OPERATIONS MANAGER – IAN MACDONALD 
Ian can be found in the College Management Office and is available weekdays, during office 
hours. Ian manages everything to do with the financial and operational sides of the College and 
leads teams that look after the hospitality, services and domestic functions. The café and bar 
staff, porters and housekeepers are all committed to providing the highest quality of service.  
 
 

https://www.instagram.com/ustinovcollege/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/UstinovCollege
https://twitter.com/ustinovcollege?lang=en
https://www.durham.ac.uk/colleges-and-student-experience/colleges/ustinov/facilities/


GRADUATE COMMON ROOM 

 

 
Welcome to Durham from Ustinov GCR! We're the student group whose aim it is to help 
make Ustinov not just a college but your new home (whether you live in halls or out). 
 
You can expect to hear more from us soon on our events, plans for induction week, and the 
upcoming year - we run formals, trips and a load of other events as well as promoting 
student welfare and managing the gym. We need your help too though. We'll be holding 
elections towards the end of induction week and are looking for new people to join our 
executive committee (there are loads of smaller roles up for election too).  
 
Some highlights include: 
 

• Treasurer: In charge of our bank account and budget! The treasurer gets the big job 
of ensuring we are financially stable and coordinating our income and expenditure. 

• Vice-President: In charge of our Facilities! The vice-president also helps deputise for 
the president if needed as well as assisting the other committees from time-to-time. 

• Welfare Officer: In charge of student welfare! This is super important, especially 
during dissertation season. The welfare officer coordinates our various campaigns as 
well as helping signpost students to further support from the University and elsewhere. 

• Social Secretary: In charge of our events! The social secretary is in charge of making 
sure everyone at Ustinov has fun - planning formals, parties and various other events 
both in the college bar and throughout the city!  

 
Other big roles up for election include: Secretary, Comms Officer, DSU Rep, International 
Students Officer and Livers-Out Rep. Most of these also have subcommittees to work with 
(also up for election) so there is hopefully a role suitable for everyone!  
 
A full list of role descriptions can be found at https://ustinovgcr.com/officer-roles/, if you'd like 
to know more, please contact our Interim Chairperson Anil at chair.ustinovgcr@durham.ac.uk 
- we can also put you in touch with current or past committee members if you'd like to hear 
more about the personal side of being on committee. 
 
We hope you're as excited to arrive at Ustinov as we are to have you joining! 
 
The GCR Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ustinovgcr.com/officer-roles/
mailto:chair.ustinovgcr@durham.ac.uk


THINGS YOU NEED TO DO 

 
 
CHECK THE COLLEGE WELCOME WEBPAGES 
 
Information about what you need to do before your arrival at Ustinov College can be found on 
the College’s dedicated Welcome webpages at: Welcome to New Students - Durham University 
 
COMPLETE ONLINE ENROLMENT 
 
Enrolment opens six weeks before the start of your programme. After your acceptance has been 
processed you will receive two email messages from no.reply@durham.ac.uk which provide: 

• Your Computing and Information Services (CIS) username 

• How to derive your CIS password and guidance on how to access the system 

The messages are sent 24 hours apart and are sent to the personal email address you provided 
when you applied, so it is important that you keep us up-to-date with any changes to this 
information by contacting the Student Records Team at student.records@durham.ac.uk.  

After you have received both emails you will need to: 

• Change your password, guidance on this is at Computing and Information Services: 

Self-Service Password Reset - Durham University 

 

• Log into Banner Self-Service 

 

• Choose the “Student Services” button at the top of the screen 

• Choose Registration and Enrolment 

• Enrol with the University 

• Upload a photograph for your campus card 

For further information: www.dur.ac.uk/student.registry/student/registration/onlineenrol 

 

VERIFICATION OF IDENTITY 
 
Enrolment and ID verification will be taking place in college at the following times:  
 
 

https://www.durham.ac.uk/colleges-and-student-experience/colleges/ustinov/welcome/
mailto:no.reply@durham.ac.uk
mailto:student.records@durham.ac.uk
https://www.dur.ac.uk/cis/accounts/sspr/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/cis/accounts/sspr/
https://www.dur.ac.uk/cis/accounts/sspr/
https://ban-ssb.durham.ac.uk/ssomanager/saml/login?relayState=/c/auth/SSB
https://ban-ssb.durham.ac.uk/ssomanager/saml/login?relayState=/c/auth/SSB
http://www.dur.ac.uk/student.registry/student/registration/onlineenrol


• Wednesday 21 September 09:00 – 16:00 

• Thursday 22 September 09:00 – 16:00 

• Friday 23 September – 14:00 – 16:00 

• Monday 26 September – 09:00 – 13:00 
 
Before you can collect your campus card, you need to verify your identity by providing one of the 
following: 
 

• Current Passport 
• Current UK Driving Licence 
• Current European Identity card. 
 

If you are a UK student and you do not have either of these forms of identification, we will accept 
an original Birth Certificate. 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL MEET AND GREET SERVICE 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming you to Durham.  
 
This year the Student Support and Wellbeing Team will be providing a free pick-up service from 
Newcastle International Airport to provide you with transport to your College accommodation. 
 
Please see here for information: Arrivals - Durham University  
 
MEDICAL REGISTRATION 
 
You can find out all the essential information about registering with a doctor via Essential 
Medical information - Durham University  It is very important that you register with a doctor in the 
UK once you arrive in Durham.  
 
 

LIVING IN COLLEGE ACCOMMODATION? 
 

 
 

If you are living in college accommodation, you will need to bring some essential items with 

you or purchase them after arrival:  

 

• Bedding – Sheraton Park (3/4 bed – ensuite and paired, double for studios) – you 

can pre-order bedding packs here 

• Pots, pans, cups, cutlery and crockery (dishes) 

• Towels 

• Cleaning materials for bedroom, bathroom and kitchen 

• Food 

 
 

 

https://www.durham.ac.uk/study/international/arrivals/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/colleges-and-student-experience/welcome-and-orientation/essential-medical-information/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/colleges-and-student-experience/welcome-and-orientation/essential-medical-information/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=i9hQcmhLKUW-RNWaLYpvlB_NW85DK_9FsSpIsg0XrPFUOVdGT09BVVhLMzBHS1RBTjRWNElYRUlHMC4u


 GETTING INVOLVED  

 
USTINOV COLLEGE CHOIR COORDINATOR VACANCY (WITH £500 STIPEND) 
 
Ustinov College is welcoming applications for the role of College Choir Coordinator 2022-23.  
 
Every year, we have a diverse and engaged choir membership from across our community. The 
Choir is non-auditioned and has previously performed at various events in the College calendar, 
enabling the Choir to perform and the community to enjoy their efforts.  
  
The Choir Coordinator role receives a £500 annual stipend and is funded jointly by our 
Senior Common Room and the generosity of a private donor, who supports our College Choir 
activities. The Choir is a Graduate Common Room (GCR) affiliated society and as such, there 
may be responsibilities associated with that affiliation (for example, the need for a constitution 
etc.). Interested applicants are encouraged to speak with the GCR President in advance of 
submitting an application to clarify queries they may have (ustinov.president@durham.ac.uk).  
 
The post is open to fully registered Ustinov College students living in or out of college, and 
rehearsals will usually take place within dedicated music space on the University campus. The 
post is for a full academic year. New Ustinov College applicants for 2022-23 are warmly invited 
to apply; if successful, the post will be confirmed at the point of your studies commencing at 
Durham University.   
  
The Choir Coordinator role involves raising awareness of the College Choir in the College 
community, proactively seeking to recruit new members and organising / running regular choir 
rehearsals. The post-holder will also act as a liaison for the Choir in relation to their 
performances, for example at college events during the year.  
  
The successful applicant will have: 
 

• Relevant practical experience in music and/or singing; experience of directing/performing 
in choirs would be advantageous 

• Excellent organisational skills 
• Excellent time management 
• Excellent interpersonal skills 
• Ability to motivate and inspire others 
• Ability to read music 

  
The application should be made via CV and covering letter outlining reasons for interest in the 
role, to ustinov.college@durham.ac.uk by 16th Sept 2022. Shortlisted candidates will be invited 
to a brief interview; this can be facilitated virtually if required. We look forward to receiving your 
applications! 
 

 
GET IN TOUCH 
 
If you have any questions before your arrival, please contact: 
 
Accommodation and Membership - ustinov.membership@durham.ac.uk  
Arrivals - ustinov.membership@durham.ac.uk  
General Enquiries - ustinov.college@durham.ac.uk 
 

 

mailto:ustinov.college@durham.ac.uk
mailto:ustinov.membership@durham.ac.uk
mailto:ustinov.membership@durham.ac.uk
mailto:ustinov.college@durham.ac.uk

