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Background:  

• Multinational corporations engaged in the extraction of 

natural resources produce both positive and  negative 

implications for local communities across the world. 

Their activities can lead to job creation,       infrastructure 

development, and access to the essential components of 

contemporary life. However, they can also prove harmful 

to the communities within which they operate.  

• Despite promises that the costs associated with oil, gas 

and mineral extraction will be offset by the economic 

benefits of foreign investment, populations often  instead 

face devastation of their local environment, impacting 

access to clean water and food, resulting in loss of       

livelihoods, homes, and access to land.  

• This can result in strained relationships between local 

communities and extractive industries. The workshops 

aim to uncover the lived experience of securitisation, 

from manifest forms of violence, to less visible violence 

inflicted on peoples’ mental and physical well-being, 

both equally destructive human rights impacts. 

Extractive Industry and Foreign Security Network 

Aims and objectives:  

• The network’s core aim is to establish an international, multi-stakeholder, interdisciplinary research net-

work to investigate adverse humans rights impacts arising from the securitisation of natural resources.  

• ‘Securitisation’ aims to encompass a range of actors - private, public, and hybrid security forces- with 

complex relationships with state and non-state actors, who engage in security functions in the context of 

the extractive industry.  

• The network evaluates the suitability of International and UK law and policy with a view to strengthen-

ing human rights observance, improving accountability, and establishing effective remedies. 

Source: Mirny in Yakutia - Extractivism - Wikipedia  

Securitisation of Natural Resources and Human Rights Impacts 

The AHRC research networking grant will facilitate the creation of a network by bringing together 

stakeholders across the globe, both public and private actors, to engage in an interdisciplinary discus-

sion on the extractive industry and foreign security. The workshop series is entitled ‘The Securitisation 

of Natural Resources and Human Rights Impacts’. The series consists of three stages:  

(i) Listening Sessions (ii) Mapping Regulatory Frameworks (iii) Formulating Policy Responses. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extractivism#/media/File:Mirny_in_Yakutia.jpg


Part 1: Human stories and experiences  

Human stories and experiences from those affected by      

securitisation of natural resources will share their experienc-

es of human rights impacts.   

This will include community members, NGO representations 

and National Human Rights Institutions working in or with  

resource rich host States affected by the extractive industry. 

• Nature of Human Rights Impacts 

• Similarities and Distinctions in Security arrangements 

and impacts on ability to access remedies. 

• Experiences engaging with UK and other law and policy 

Workshop 1: Listening Sessions 

This workshop explores social, political, geographical, historical and economic context of the human 
rights impacts of the securitisation of natural resources through providing in depth engagement with 
three country case studies: Sierra Leone, Tanzania, and Nigeria. The workshop consists of two parts:  

(i) Human Stories and Experiences (ii) Interdisciplinary Perspectives. 

14 districts and two areas of Sierra Leone. Source: 

Sierra Leone - Wikipedia  

The underpinning aim is to conceive of the UK’s role in this 

complex matrix, to inform the way in which state and non-

state actors conceive of their roles, and to shape UK          

narratives on the issue of securitisation of natural resources.  

It is acknowledged that the case studies under consideration 

give rise to complex transnational interactions between host 

and home states,  and parent and subsidiary companies. 

Those connections will be explored in order to further under-

standing of UK’s position within this complex matrix. 

Part 2: Interdisciplinary perspectives  

Interdisciplinary perspectives on the identified case studies 

will be sought on four themes: 

• The Extractive Industry’s Colonial Legacy. 

• Private and Public Security Colonial Legacy. 

• Post-conflict/Transitional Justice analysis of relation-

ship between local communities, the extractive indus-

try and security forces. 

• neo-colonial dynamics of the extractive and security 

industries  

Ngorongoro Crater, Tanzania, the world's largest 

inactive and intact volcanic caldera.  

Source: Tanzania - Wikipedia  

1953 postage stamp with portrait of 

Queen Elizabeth II  Source: Nigeria - Wikipedia  
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There a number of decentralised and cross-cutting policy frameworks and procedural mechanisms which 

address this issue. The workshop seeks to bring clarity to existing regulation by identifying the multifari-

ous international and domestic regimes and their relationship to one another. The workshop engages 

with existing critique of those regimes.  It also engages in a preliminary assessment of those frameworks 

in light of what was learnt in workshop 1 on experiences and interdisciplinary perspectives through the 

case studies to see if new perspectives and solutions can be considered. 

Workshop 2 will engage with host and home state regimes (human rights, criminal, civil); regional and 
international law and policy (including soft law governance regimes); Environmental, Social and Govern-
ance (ESG).  

Workshop 2: Mapping Regulatory Frameworks and Procedural Mechanisms 

This session focuses on mapping the relevant international and domestic legal and policy frameworks 

and procedural mechanisms on securitisation of natural resources.  

International Frameworks and Normative Standards  

(i) 2011 UN Guiding Principles on Business and  Human 
Rights 

(ii) Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights: 
Interactions between Companies and  Public Security 

(iii) OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible        
supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected  and 
High-Risk Areas 2019 

(iv) UN Interagency Framework Team for Preventive     
Action, Toolkit and guidance for preventing land and nat-
ural resources conflict – Extractive Industries and Conflict 

(v) Working Group on the Use of Mercenaries    Report, 
Relationship between private military and security      
companies and the extractive industry from a human 
rights (2019) 

(vi) Draft of the Binding Treaty on Business and Human 

Rights 

UK domestic frameworks and mechanisms 

(i) UK National Contact Point (implementation of OECD 

guidelines) 

(ii) UK tort law Judicial decisions: Kadie Kalma & Ors. v. 

African Minerals Ltd And Ors; [2018] EWHC 3506 (QB); 

[2020] EWCA Civ 144; Vedanta Resources v Lungowe 

[2019] UKSC 20; Okpabi v Royal Dutch Shell Plc [2021] 

UKSC 3. 

(iii) Bribery Act 2010 

(iv) Corporate Criminal Liability Law Commission Recom-

mendations  

(v) UK Parliament, Select Committee on International Re-

lations and Defence, ‘The UK and Sub-saharan Africa: 

prosperity, peace, and development co-operation’ (2020) 

Comparative Domestic/ 

Regional Approaches:  

A range of regional and domestic host 

and home state regimes and mecha-

nisms will be addressed. 
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https://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWCA/Civ/2020/144.html


Workshop 3: Formulating Policy Responses 

 
This workshop considers how existing frameworks could be supplemented, improved, and better integrat-
ed so as to remove barriers to implementation and address any governance gaps identified in previous 
workshops.  

 

It will consider the ways in which legal and policy responses can be formulated so as to influence key 
stakeholders in the UK state (legislative, executive, judicial) and the private sector.  

 

This will be an opportunity for those across the public and private sector to engage with the preliminary 
information gathered and to join the Network so that human rights impacts in the securitisation of natu-
ral resources can be addressed in the future. 
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