
Today's Topics To-Do List:

How to form a research question

Where to find the information you need online

Making the most of your online searches

Referencing

Before we start, please reflect on your current research practice:

What online resources do you currently use for academic research?

Out of 10, how effective do think your online searches are?

How often do you question the truthfulness of information that you see online?

Online Research Skills 
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One of the initial parts of any research project is creating a research question or analysing a question you have been given.

How to create effective questions:

Create open ended questions

Choose your question words carefully

Key concepts and keywords

1. How to Form a Great Research Question
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Question words are extremely helpful as they can influence both the content and structure of an essay.

Basically, how do you want to answer the question -

Descriptively or critically?
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2. Question Words
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Language is powerful, so be aware of the consequences of the words you choose; for example, gendered, geographical or political language. 

What are the broad areas your research topic focuses on?

These are the basic building blocks around which you will construct your search, they define the broad themes you will be looking at and 

you will need to accurately describe these.

Please highlight the key concepts and words in the following examples:

To what extent has gender bias affected drug trials? 

Compare arguments on how veganism will impact the environment?

Compare the rhetoric of the Second World War and the Coronavirus outbreak in the U.K. 

It's also really important to consider the phrasing and key words of your key concepts, or you may miss sources. Consider:

Plurals Different spellings Synonyms

3. Key concepts and words
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Monographs 

Podcasts 

Instructional videos

Documentaries

News articles

Museum Artefacts

Primary data

Journal articlesBlog posts

Websites

Photographs

Wiki's

Letters

Maps

Interviews 

Use a range of sources

What information is out there? 
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Ask the experts!

Archivists Museum Professionals Academic Librarians Lecturers, Professors etc. 

One of the best way to contact experts is Twitter, but email and sites like LinkedIn can help too. Additionally, experts often use these 

platforms to discuss their views and announce their work. Most conferences on topics will also have hashtags and searching for tags 

like #twitterstorian can help you explore a topic and research, but please remember your critical thinking skills. 

1. Where can I find material?
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Open access

Open access is where research is available free of cost and other access barriers. 

C.O.R.E. Worlds largest collection of open access full texts

Databases and Search Engines. 

Note on search engines:

they rank sites on popularity •

sheer quantity•

Browser plugins.

These will add on to your internet browser (for free) to help you find open access material.

Unpaywall- works with Chrome and Firefox

Durham Research Online

Durham e-Theses

The Internet Archive

Durham Uni digitised Archive and Special Collections

Discover- search engine for Durham University collections (art, museum, archive)

Directory of Open Access Journal (DOAJ) Europeana- Open Access European newspapers

Google Scholar button - works with Chrome, Firefox and Safari. This button won't help you find free material per se but its 'versions' 

buttons will. 

More info on both https://www.dur.ac.uk/library/onlineservices/plugins/

not every website is on search engines, •

quality•

2. Open Access
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https://core.ac.uk/
http://dro.dur.ac.uk
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk
http://archive.org
http://dur.ac.uk/library/asc
http://discover.durham.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do
http://doaj.org
http://europeana.eu/en
https://www.dur.ac.uk/library/onlineservices/plugins/


Boolean Operators

Boolean operators are simple words that search engines and databases use to get focused, more productive results. They are very powerful.

And  Or Not

DogsWolves And WolvesDogs Not 
Wolves

orDogs

1. How to optimise online searches
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dur.ac.uk/library/research

2. Broaden your search
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dur.ac.uk/library/research

3. Narrow your search
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Who’s this?

Eric Hobsbawm. The biggest selling historian ever, an author who writes about 

the rise of industrial capitalism and nationalism. 

Evaluating sources

Who? Does the author have authority, who are they being funded by, what are the author's politics, 

do they use evidence, is their work peer-reviewed ?

Why? Why was it written?

When? How recently was it published, what has happened since?

And?

Answering these questions will empower you to make a judgment as to the relevance of the source to you and field 

you're studying. It will also allow you to assess the implications, significance and value of the source. 

Fake News
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To avoid plagiarism; a form of academic theft.•

Ensures that you give appropriate credit to the sources and authors that you have used.•

Demonstrates that you have undertaken wide-ranging research in order to create your work.•

Enables the reader to consult for themselves the same materials that you used.•

Make an note of everything you have looked at and keep it in one place.

Using Microsoft Word to Reference 
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Choosing a style of referencing

APA - Social Sciences

MLA- Humanities 

Chicago- History/ Business

Harvard- Undergraduate, 
Multidisciplinary
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Referencing 
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Durham University's advice for researchers

Durham University's information on open access sites and browser plugins

Durham University sites:

Helpful Links and Further Reading
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