Chinese- Cantonese

The list of topics is indicative only (as typically encountered at those levels) to help prospective students select the most appropriate course.
When topics and grammar points appear under several levels, they will be either a revision and/or more in-depth study of the topic/grammar area.
Most grammar structures and vocabulary items are of course encountered again and often reinforced in subsequent levels.

Progression Development Typical topics Grammar
e Introductions & greetings e Verbto be: 1%, e.g., {4
e Personal details e Tell the whereabouts using the verb: %
Step 1 e Countries and nationalities e Term of address: 44k ~ ok ~ /NH ~ Zd7 « B2 et
* Family members  Yes/No questions: verb/adjective + not+ verb/adjective?
e Hobbies e.g., EIEE ?
* Asking for mfprmatlon e Use [IZ to indicate negation
e The alphabetic system of

e Ask the obvious to initiate conversation, e.g., verb
phrase+ I} ?

e Ask simple elliptical questions: Person+ g ?

Jyutping (i.e., Cantonese
Romanisation)
e Useful phrases in daily life

e Basic types of Chinese e Ask “what” or “what kind of” questions: uﬁéﬂfﬁ ?
traditional characters e Ask where questions: % 412 ©?

e Introduction of basic and writing e Ask about if something has occurred: verb+ Iz + K+
orders of Chinese traditional f 9
characters

e The aspect markers about past, present and future
tense of time words: I ~ 3% ~ BX ~ 7R

e Invite others to do something together: —72%+ verb
phrase+ IIY

e To indicate possession: [}

e Adjectives: Size and colour

e Numbers 1-10, 11-100, 100-999,
1000-9999

e Clothing items

e Size and colour

Beginners
(continued next
page) _ — .
e Shopping e Verb have A or have not/none 4 to indicate existence
Step 2 e Asking for price e Counting nouns and classifiers
e Bargaining for discount e Ask alternative question: A & B ?
» Money exchange e Ask and tell when questions: &/ 9
o Daily objects and measure word e Ask and tell for which year/ month/ day: %4, A/ H ?
e Daily routines




Beginners
(continued)

e Express time e.g., year, month,
date, week, clock time, duration
Ordering food at a restaurant
Eating in Hong Kong: Hotpot
Eating in Hong Kong: Street food
Eating in Hong Kong: Hong
Kong tea cafe

e Eating in Hong Kong: Dim sum

Ask and tell for clock time: 22 ? 2 BEMk s 2 AeE LS {5
SAVE

Ask and tell for duration: &} ?

Ask how much or how many questions: 4% ?
Connect two items: [&]H _[5]

Express a higher degree than is expected: X

Express this g/ those g/ the 1/ some 1y
Request for a larger 2 or smaller portion /[»

State the comparative degree: Iy

Express So Iff +adjective; something not up to standard
Tt

Auxiliary verbs: can 1]/, like to $# =, want to £8, know
how to 3%, will €, need to 2, should JE:%

Adverb - To express both/all/also:

Characters
encountered in
Beginners
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Elementary
(continued next

page)

Step 1

Occupation and school level
Contact information
Presentation of people

Family (Kinship degrees, family
members, and their descriptions)
Meeting/ chatting with friends
Making a phone call

Physical and personal
characters

Artistic and cultural interests
Sport and physical activities

Ask the obvious to initiate conversation, e.g., verb
phrase+ 1} ?

Ask simple how about questions: Person+ g ?

Ask and answer Yes/No questions: verb/adjective +
not+ verb/adjective? e.g., FEMEFHEE ?

Ask and answer who and with whom questions : #2{& ?
[E] 2l 2

Ask and answer where questions: & 412 ?

Ask and answer how many questions : 2¢%% ?

Ask and answer how questions : BifE ?

Ask and answer when questions : %&fF ?

Ask and answer why questions : Bifi# ?

Ask and tell for which year/month/day : &% “H "H ?
Ask and tell for clock time : #gBf « Agmbipkds . 2L BE AL (fE
5~ FREEE

Ask and tell for duration : %4} ?

Ask about if something has occurred: verb+ I + &+

mf 2 and aspect markers, e.g., & ~ IE ~ BX ~ i

Use question particle ¥ to show surprise or ask for
conformation

Understand and use the function of %[} in a parallel
situation

Use [5] to indicate doing something with someone
together

Invite others to do something together: —7%%+ verb
phrase+iY

Indicate like and dislike by $#%& - IE¢E =

Indicate how often an action occurs by %7/ ~ [t
I~ s

VARYY

Use adverbs of different degrees : £ ~ 4 ~ & ~ Jiiifiii
M~ B

Use the structure ¥... X ...to attribute multiple qualities
to something




Elementary
(continued)

Places in dalily life

Looking for a place

Taking transportation
Accommodation and check-in
Routine tasks and activities
Dietary habits

Housing kind and conditions
Home layout

Body parts

Seeing a doctor

Step 2

.
VARYY

Express “There is” and “There isn’t” using & and 4
Form plural personal pronouns with [

Ask and tell where one goes using the verb 7%

Ask and tell whereabouts using the verb @4

Tell what one wants using F83%

Express an action/activity is or is not necessary using %
[ R

State the possibility that something will happen by
Give suggestions by using “~4[... ?

Form an imperative sentence of suggestion with
Indicate here, there and where by I ~ i - 32

Ask politely with %[ before a question

Ask the “do you know...” question : {/REIIEH]... ?
Respond after being thanked for by &% 45, 1EEIE
%/ BB

Use adjectival predicate e.g., A ~ 4] ~ & ~ ¥ ~ 4F

Give approximation by using A%y

Use the ordinal number e.g., 55—~ £ - 5=

Use locatives to describe location : %@ ~ /M ~ Fi
&~ AT -~ B

Use the sequential sentence structure : ...7A7%...

Use the casual sentence structure : [R A...fFrlL...

Use the adversative sentence structure : #EZA...[H{%...
Use the conditional sentence structure : Z15... 5. ..

Express sense of “in addition to” using sentence
structure : I&F.. ff...

Characters
encountered in
Elementary
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