Japanese

The list of topics is indicative only (as typically encountered at those levels) to help prospective students select the most appropriate
course. When topics and grammar points appear under several levels, they will be either a revision and/or more in-depth study of the
topic/grammar area.Most grammar structures and vocabulary items are of course encountered again and often reinforced in subsequent

levels.

Progression

Development

Typical topics

Grammar

Beginners

Step 1 Introduction to Japanese syllabaries Wh- gquestions
Greetings & introductions Particle [place] ni Verbs
Family Question Which one?
Birthdays, festivities Indicating words - This / That is <Noun> (Ko, So, A)
Numbers 0 — 10 000, decimals, fractions | Particle mo = also /too
Time: clock, time words Particle o = object marker - Noun o Action Verb (to
Everyday objects show, to see, to eat, to drink)
Colours Particle no
Sizes Verbs to go, to come, to return in the present & past
Everyday locations
Shopping Hiragana:
Transport, travelling HWIZEMNELITZ SLTEFEEZELHOTE
Likes & dislikes RIZHRRD TO0S~NE FLADDE X
Parts of the body 50 BND DEA
Staying at a hotel
Some common words in hiragana & katakakana
Step 2 Countries Verbs Imasu/arimasu
Buildings Particles: ya & mo

Rooms, furniture

Position of things, directions
Daily routine

Expressing frequency
Giving reasons

AyaB

Dare/Nani + mo + arimasen/imasen
Particles: ni, ne, yo

Action verbs

Reason clause + kara




Making compliments, expressing
gratitude

Invitations

Asking for permission

Adjectives in present, past & negative forms
i/na adjectives

Particle no as apposition

Verb + masho/masho ka/masen ka

Some common words in hiragana & katakakana

Elementary
(continued
next page)

Greetings & introductions

| verb O

Shopping Wh- questions
Step 1 Time I/Na adjectives
Festivals & events Verb endings
Suggesting, offering & refusing Regular 1 & 2 verbs and irregular verbs
Asking & giving reasons Te-form
Means of communication Particles: wa, ka, no, ga, ni, ne, yo, kara, made, dewa
Soshite, sorekara
Verb Nai-form
Kanji:
— - = WU "HFE H BN B N Rt
B oM o AN o BE T oS M g
H H &k KK & £ #H Mx%E KX B #
T kR R B o 4 F
B AR T A
Signs 3 uses of V-te + Imasu
Habitual actions & current state Ga (but) conjunction
Step 2 Sores, services, products Ga Suki / Kirai
(continued next | Socialising Wakarimasu
page) Hobbies Verb masho ka
Likes & dislikes Masu + Kata

Skills

Taku arimasen




Elementary
(continued)

Lower
Intermediate
(continued
next page)

Step 2

Step 1

Health & the body
Comparing things
Decisions, experiences
Describing things

Greetings & introductions

Asking for information & advice
Expressing preference, stating decisions
Making suggestions

Shopping

Clothing

Searching for lost items

The 4 seasons

Expressing ability

Japanese holiday resorts, events in
Japan

Talking about past experiences
Describing Symptoms & Conditions

Comparatives & superlatives
Verb + tai n desu ga

Verb Te-mimasu

Verb Ta-form + koto ga arimasu
Noun ni shimasu

Connecting 2 sentences with “de”
Adjectives as Connectives

Kanji:
B oan & & fE AT GER RASGE PERE
2 % £ FHAE &8 ;K M F & &t

icontinuedi

Comparatives & Superlatives

Q words + ka

Adjectives [L2 Word Power]

Connectives for Verb (des) and adjectives
<S1> DE,< S2>

Connecting related sentences — using “de”
How to use two or more adjectives in one sentence.
Ongoing action or states in effect ~ te imasu
Expressing Frequency do / kai

Plain Form of Verbs (Past)

Already: “md” V-mashita.

Not yet: “mada’- V-te+imasen

Particles: yo / ne

Kanji:
)i | oW sEA £ B o TR OB OB
M oEF B o oon RO Es kB
el AT Jm ok BEE oM om & K b
(S S i




Lower
Intermediate
(continued)

Step 2
(continued next

page)

Step 2
(continued)

Expressing a sequence of events
Personal life stories

Hobbies

Schedules

Invitations

Giving reasons
Feelings/emotions

Expressing intentions

S1 tekara, S2 (after S1, S2.)

V (plain form) maeni (Before V)

When S1, S2 (N, i & na- adjective only):

Casual Speech (present and past)

Adverbial form of adjectives to modify Verbs
Describing a change in state: i - adjective + KU
NARIMASU, Na - adjective / Noun + NI
Direct & indirect speech

When: Verb+toki

Forming Modifying Clauses
Nominalising sentences using NOWA
Expressing potentiality

—TE/DE for giving reasons

Verb volitional form + to omotte-imasu.
Forming indirect questions ~ ka do ka

Kaniji:

AR F OB Ak MO W mK WO
5 BE £ #H B 54 R & H W B
F 2 B HF B A 1 B M

Step 1

Describing possibilities

Expressing a condition that triggers an
event/action

Instructions

Emotions

Hypothetical statements

Business conversations

Past experiences

May or might - [2°% LivE Al

tat+bH [tatiEE

-te + X ¥ L7z indicating change

-tara - If-clause to make hypothetical statements
-toki +past tense

[—7- %] clauses to state the result of an action or
event




Intermediate
(continued
next page)

Intermediate
(continued)

Expressing regret

Computers

Expressing necessity, duty & obligations
Habitual actions

Buildings

[—LTCLFEFWFE L7 toindicate that an action or

event has been completed

[—7= 5 /1% for conditional statements
Intransitive vs transitive verbs
723 — final particle of exclamation

Kanji:

B 4 ow M OB & O OF 5 B
% 6 % ¥ B W EBH B 5 T
N oA F X

o b
i

Step 2

Expressing difficulty
Expressing uncertainty
Expressing better alternative
Expressing consequence
Remembering

Decisions

Expressing being used to something
Noticing things

Permission

Wishes/wants

How to do something

V (plain) Z & 272> TV 5%

N (or sentence + D) FHIH T TT
V (stem) (2< Vv - ~5 LW

V LARNWT

V iZvn oz

IRINIRIAI~TR N

ﬁ)éj\jjxfofcﬁ{/\

XL

Negation V72T
VLTWNTL XD
~[X~1Z E'the more..., the more...
LT LH~E W) DI TR

N {X7> Y nothing but

V-~ Zshould

Bz (—72\N) not particularly
~X 957 itseemsthat/ N® X 95 (Z like N
V &% even

V T< %becoming

V72T e




Higher
Intermediate
(continued
next page)

Step 1

Indicating Means / Attendant
Circumstances

Describing Deliberate Effects
Expressing Purpose

Expressing Completion /

Describing Change: Effected Changes
Expressing Purpose

Describing Simultaneous Actions

Global Warming

Expressing ldeas that Run Contrary to
Expectation

Expressing Lack of Obligation

V/adj7 X % too much

V (plain) ©FiZiZv 7>720 cannot help — V(plain)
D7=¥IZ  in order to

~Tbeven if

VY

NiZ X % & according to

Passive sentences
Causative sentences

Nominalising Sentences
(Plain) Z &

~T,/~T, ~72\W T,/ ~FIZ without
~Thb
~X 9l

Incompletion of Past, Present, Future Actions
~TW5DH, ~TWiz

~ /2T %

~T=0IZ

~TRDN D

~T%

~72 < THNW

~7=0 .~

~Z &b, ZEiZTD
~72 5

Kanji:
BoX " M O® OB O K X B OE
Me b R & 7 Mt BIEk (b ft R B R




Higher
Intermediate
(continued)

Giving Examples of Events or Actions
Stating Decisions

Making Suggestions Based on
Supposition

ook & &

Step 2

Describing the Actions of Giving and
Receiving Services
Expressing Intention

Business greetings

Honorifics

(1) Key Expressions

(2) Basic Patterns

(3) Honorific Verbs for Giving and
Receiving

~THHIH, ~T<NDH, ~ThiTs
2H D

Using Causative and Causative-passive Structures
~N5/ bhd

Using Passive Structures

~E5/SED

Indicating a Span of Time During Which an Action or
Event Occurs

~HW7Z (12)

WhHoLb
B~ sn, B~T5
~TWelEL, ~ TS5,

~TELdIT5

Kanji:

o' E o B 5 E KE W
£ oo Bo#Wm R O OB B OF E B
HOE & OESR Kk E O & R F R
T

W Sk

Step 1




Advanced
(not available)

Step 2




