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Drafting an agreement

Boundary treaty is a legal instrument
• Once agreement has been reached: write it down in a systematic way
• Law of Treaties (VCLT) applies – follow existing rules, draft in clear and 

consistent language

Structure of the treaty: 
a. Preamble: we are great neighbours etc.
b. First things first: this is the line + technical information about the line
c. Other arrangements related to establishing the delimitation
d. Dispute settlement
e. Languages of the treaty
f. Publication and depository



Drafting an agreement

Preamble (not binding, gives background on why having a treaty)
• ‘We are good neighbours and want to settle the boundary’
• (Any other additional considerations)

The line - core message: this is the line
• Be clear and precise: coordinates and all relevant technical information (one should 

be able to reproduce the line with the information provided)
• Other arrangements to be reflected in boundary agreement (if they are part of it) 

• if separate agreements: consider how to tie them together
• A picture of the line (not binding, for information only – easy access)

Other issues
• Institutional arrangements, such as boundary commissions
• Arrangements related to delimitation, such access to common resources
• Review process if agreed
• Dispute settlement
• Etc. (anything you need)



Drafting an agreement

Ratification and entry into force, deposit
Once everything is agreed and put on paper: next steps

- Agree, adopt and authenticate text, artt.9-10 VCLT
- Express consent to be bound (‘ratification’), art.11-15 VCLT

> Sometimes no expression of consent to be bound!
- Entry into force at time agreed in treaty
- Publish text, give due publicity to charts and lists of coordinates

- Deposit of agreement with depository, and United Nations
- Depository identified in treaty
- Obligation to deposit all treaties with UN Secretariat, art.102 UN Charter
- Obligation to deposit all charts or list of geographical coordinates of delimitations –

‘The coastal State …. shall deposit a copy of each such chart or list with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations….. ‘ Artt.16(2), 75(2) and 84(2) UNCLOS
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