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Durham-Sedgefield Boundary Survey Exercise 
 
 
 
 
Background 
Following the breakup of the United Kingdom in 2020 the boundary between the newly formed 
City State of Durham and the Republic of Sedgefield was provisionally defined as following the 
middle of the River Wear up to the northern limit of the attached 1:12,500 scale map. However, 
at a recent meeting between the two heads of state, the President of Sedgefield persuaded the 
Prince Bishop of Durham to transfer a triangular area of territory to the west of the river to 
Sedgefield. The justification for the transfer was that the area had historically been owned and 
farmed by the family of the president’s wife.  
 
Unfortunately no records remain of the boundaries of the old family estate, and the president was 
only able to provide a rough definition of the area in question: 
 

1. From Shincliffe Bridge to Pinnock Hill 

2. From Pinnock Hill to Buck’s Hill 

3. From Buck’s Hill to Mountjoy Farm 

4. From Mountjoy Farm to the River Wear at Maiden Castle 
 
As your country’s experts on boundary demarcation, you have been called upon to survey the 
area in question in preparation for demarcating the line.   
 

The task 
Each country has established four sub-commissions, one for each section of the boundary.  
The opposing sub-commissions on each side have been charged with the task of agreeing a 
detailed technical description of their section of the boundary, including recommendations for 
marking the line on the ground.  
 
At the end of the exercise, each pair of sub-commissions will be asked to make a brief  
(5 minutes maximum) presentation of their recommendations. If any disputes arose during the 
survey, the presentation should include a description of the nature of these disputes and how they 
were resolved. 
 

Facts 
♦ Relations between the two countries are good and there is a strong desire to maintain an open 

border. The sub-commissions are expected to enter into the exercise in a spirit of cooperation 
and seek a practical and mutually-beneficial solution. Please treat the landscape as real and do 
not invent facts to justify your team’s position! 

 
♦ Land use in the vicinity of the boundary is primarily rural and recreational.  
 
♦ The sewage works below Pinnock Hill and the reservoir on Buck’s Hill both serve Durham City. 
 
♦ The buildings at Houghall Farm and Mountjoy Farm are to remain part of Durham.  
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Suggested timetable 
1400-1530 Reconnaissance of boundary area; identification of preferred boundary line 

1530-1630 Meeting of opposite sub-commissions*; discussion and reconciliation of differences 

1545-1615 Refreshments available in Computer Sciences classroom 

1630-1700 Debrief 
 
* Sub-commissions are responsible for arranging a mutually-convenient meeting place and time.   
 

Practical notes 
Please stick to roads and footpaths (marked in green on the attached 1:12,500 scale maps)  
and respect any ‘no entry’ signs (e.g. at Houghall Farm).  
 
Although boundary turning points should ideally be given in geographical coordinates, grid 
coordinates are acceptable for turning points at which GPS readings cannot easily be taken. 
Ordnance Survey grid numbers are marked on the 1:50,000 scale map extract  
(example: Mountjoy reservoir to ±100 metres = 279410) 
 
Toilets and a cafeteria are available at the university’s Botanic Garden.  
 
If you need assistance during the exercise, please call Liz Buxton on +44 7810 427563.  
To contact local emergency services (police, fire, ambulance) dial 999 from any phone. 
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Map Product: 1:25 000 Scale Colour Raster
Basemap: Raster 25k
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