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Abstract

There are numerous splendid representations of “new woman” in Chinese cinema in the
Republican era, remaining a legacy for our reflection. As symbolizing Chinese modernities there
were different types of new woman such as good wife and loving mother, revolutionary warrior,
or independent career woman. This lecture will examine the films A String of Pears, New Woman,
Cross Roads, and Modern Woman from the perspective of urban spaces. Mediated by streets,
urban architecture, the trolleybus and boudoir, these films represented, ideologically and
aesthetically, new women'’s aspiration and struggle for happy family, new nation-state, or
independent career.
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