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“We gave… the Academical 

Rank of Civil Engineer...  It was 

equivalent to a degree; …such a 

degree did not exist at any other 

university” 

“we thought that it 

would be too strong

 a measure… to

 take it upon 

ourselves 

to create a 

degree” 



1965
Engineering moved 

to its current site in 

Durham City – 

Christopherson 

Building

1986
Higginson Building 

constructed, creating 

more laboratory and 

teaching space



£4.5M
has recently been 

invested into the 

Department of 

Engineering, creating 

new student work 

space and 

laboratories  

24
Hour access to key 

student working areas 

help our students to 

be flexible in the way 

that they study

On-line
access to the 

computing resources 

via Apps-Anywhere.



5th
Engineering at Durham

University is 5th in

 the UK for

 employability

200
Engineering 

Undergraduate students 

per year – this makes

us very small by UK 

standards!

4th
Engineering at Durham

University is 4th in The

Complete University

Guide 2025

96%
of our Engineering 

graduates are in graduate 

level paid employment or 

further study 15 month 

after graduation

(The Guardian University

Guide 2025)

1838
Engineering at Durham is

the oldest course of its

kind in the UK

60
Academic staff to

support your studies,

plus 20+ technical 

and support

staff



Why General Engineering? 

We believe that 

real engineering 

problems are 

highly multi-

disciplinary

Philosophy of 

the Department, 

not just the 

Programme



We believe that 

students should 

make an informed 

decision about 

their future.



Being the unsure seventeen-year-old I was, I saw my 

future in Electrical/Electronic Engineering.

Four years later, I'm studying the Aeronautical stream 

and looking for a career in racing car aerodynamics! 

I don't know of many courses out there that would 

have allowed me to do that.

James Marriott
Engineering Graduate



Module content can change year to year











Lectures
Are the primary way that new 

content is delivered to our 

students – taking notes, 

completing prepared 

materials, solving example 

problems, emphasising 

applications, etc. 



Jack Osborn, 2024



Reinforce
taught content 

through hands-on 

experience 

Experts
guided & 

challenged by 

area-specific 

research post-

graduates

2 hours
of lab activity per 

week for the first 

three years of 

your degree

Specific labs can change year to year



Ground-up
we don’t assume any prior 

knowledge when teaching 

programming or Computer 

Aided Design (CAD).  

Great if you’ve done some 

before, but you won’t 

be left behind if you 

haven’t.



460 

hours
of Engineering 

design over 

the degree

1st 
Durham students 

have won both the 

regional & national 

IMechE design 

competitions

Supervision
you will work with a 

Professional Engineer 

and an Academic 

who help to 

guide your 

projects

Apply
the taught material to 

a real engineering 

problem and develop 

you teamworking 

and problem 

solving 

skills

Engineering 

Design
solve a challenge set 

by the Institution of 

Mechanical 

Engineers (IMechE)



Module content can change year to year



Durham University 

runs a term 

system with one 

examination 

period per 

year.

1,200 hrs
you are expected to 

spend 1,200 hours 

on your studies 

over a year.



PEAC
All Durham Engineers 

complete a practical skills 

course at the end of the 1st 

year. 

This is a chance to get 

hands-on experience in 

machining, welding, 

etc. 



20 hours
1st Year Engineers 

have around 20 

hours per week of 

contact time.

12 hours
of lectures per 

week  - roughly 

two per 

module.

5+ hours
of practical activity 

or Engineering 

design per 

week.

timetables change year to year



Module content can change year to year



Challenge
solve a complex 

Engineering problem 

over the course of 
the year

Skills
problem solving, 

teamworking, report 

writing, presenting, 

critical analysis, 
etc.

5-6 students
with different interests 

work together to solve 

a multi-disciplinary 
problem



Smart 

can 

opener

𝐹 = 𝜏𝑠𝑡𝐿





Workshops 
Fully-equipped Department-

based workshops fully staffed 

by expert technicians who 

support students to see 

their ideas come 

into reality.



We believe that 

students should 

make an informed 

decision about 

their future.



Every year our 

students publish their 

research at 

conferences and in 

journals – this is a 

real legacy!



Industrial 

Placement 

Year
Boost your employability 

prospects and 

experience the life of 

a professional

engineer 

BEng with a placement year (3+1) is available as well



The 12 months work experience I gained during the 

placement year put me ahead of others applying for 

graduate roles.

It allowed me to develop several key skillsets such as time 

management, and effective writing as well as technical 

skills learnt specific to the industry in which I worked.  

I was also able to apply these skills to my final year of 

dissertation project, resulting in a very positive outcome.

William Greenway                 
Recent graduate



Other activities
Over 200 different societies to join 

Opportunities to play for one of over 500 

sports teams across 18 different sports 

Take part in one of 60 student theatre 

productions every year 

Volunteer with a choice of over 

40 local community projects

Raise money for a range 

of 120 charities 

 



Solar Car Society

Design, build and race 

solar-powered 

vehicles in your 

spare time 

3,000km
The World Solar 

Challenge is a 3,000km 

race across Australia 

from Darwin to 

Adelaide. 

Flight space society

Design & build a rocket to 

compete nationally and 

internationally  

Inspire
Both societies inspire 

the next generation of 

Engineers through 

outreach and 

engagement



durham.ac.uk/careers/students/careerplanning/graduates/

Leavers destinations

Over 96% of our 

graduates are in 

graduate level 

paying jobs within 

15 months



Applying

• All applications via UCAS

• Selection is based on the UCAS form

• Durham’s policy is not to interview

We believe that selecting based on 

the UCAS form is the fairest and 

most consistent approach

 

Access 

We are committed to 

increasing the diversity of 

our student population 

through widening 

participation

A*AA
including Maths and 

one of the list: Biology, 

Chemistry, Geology 

or Physics

Equivalencies  

online* 

*durham.ac.uk/study/ug/apply/entry/



What our 

selectors 

consider

Access 

We are committed to 

increasing the diversity of 

our student population 

through widening 

participation

A*AA
including Maths and 

one of the list: Biology, 

Chemistry, Geology 

or Physics

Equivalencies  

online* 

• Prior and predicted grades

• Personal statement

• Teachers/Academic reference

• Contextual evidence of merit and potential

• Motivation for the degree programme

• Study & other skills

Find out more by attending 'Applying to Durham' session at the Learning 

and Teaching Centre, TLC 042



Personal Statements
• Evidence of commitment to Engineering

• What inspired you to apply to study Engineering?

• If you have some relevant work experience, make the 

most of this. Tell us what you learned…

• We are looking for people who are creative, show 

originality and who take the initiative

• Tell us about things you have done: creating 

something, programming, taking things                  

apart, etc. 

• Fine to focus on a specific discipline                          

(as long as we offer it)

 



Studying Engineering at Durham University was the best 

choice I ever made. 

Even though sometimes the course was demanding, the 

experience of being at Durham has been amazing.

I know that my time at Durham has fully prepared me for 

whatever the future may hold in my engineering career.

Samantha Brizuela                          
Graduate at Jaguar Land Rover
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