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AT DURHAM



Durham University Department of Sociology…

We are a community of academics engaged in teaching, research 
and scholarship in the fields of Sociology and Criminology 

Our degree programmes are intertwined 

with our research and scholarship:

We teach in areas we research, write and 

advise in…

…and we’re keen to get our students 

involved in research and scholarship too!
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Durham Sociology Research…

Higher Education and 
Social Inequalities

Is education “meritocratic”?

Does education promote social mobility 
or entrench social inequalities?



Durham Sociology Research…

Health and
Social Theory Why do some people live longer 

and healthier lives than others?

Why do people not “comply” with 
medical treatment regimes?



Durham Sociology Research…

Violence and
Abuse

What are the causes of 
violence against women 
and girls…

…and what can be done 
to prevent this violence?



Durham Sociology Research…

Communities and
Social Justice

What is the history of racism in the UK 
and how does it compare to other parts 
of the world?

What are the causes of hate crime and 
what can we do to prevent it?



Durham Sociology Research…

Criminal Justice, Social 
Harm and Inequalities

Is prison an effective solution to youth 
crime and deviance?

Is criminalisation of narcotics the best 
way to protect individuals and society 
from their harms?



PROGRAMME 
OVERVIEW



Durham Sociology Degree Programmes…

We offer three undergraduate 
degree programmes:

BA Sociology

BA Criminology

BA Anthropology and Sociology
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Durham Sociology Degree Programmes…

We offer three undergraduate 
degree programmes:

BA Sociology

BA Criminology

These programmes are taught 

parallel with potential for overlap

This programme is taught jointly 

with Anthropology
BA Anthropology and Sociology



Sociology Degree Structure…

Research
Methods

Key themes in 
Soc. / Crim.

Substantive 
Topics

Specialist 
Topics

Dissertation
Project

Research
in Action

Key theories and concepts that 
define Sociology

Research design, practice and 
analysis

Substantive themes, topics and 
issues in Sociology

There are three main “strands” 
to your degree programme…

Classical 
Theory

Modern 
Theory
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Sociology Degree Structure…

Classical 
Theory

Research
Methods

Key themes in 
Soc. / Crim.

Modern 
Theory

Substantive 
Topics

Specialist 
Topics

Dissertation
Project

Research
in Action

Key theories and concepts that 
define Sociology

Research design, practice and 
analysis

Substantive themes, topics and 
issues in Sociology

There are three main “strands” 
to your degree programme…
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Sociology / Criminology Programme Overview…

And the rest comprises of substantive themes and topics…

Module options widen as you move from 

first to final year

Module options may be taken from both 

Criminology and Sociology topics

There is the option to take a module from 

another discipline (but selection is limited)
E.g. No law or politics

See module guide in our digital 

open day pack for current options



Teaching and Assessment

Teaching comprises of lectures, seminars, 

practical workshops (~9-10 hours / week) 

plus independent study…

…while assessment comprises primarily of coursework 

like essays and reports, with only a small number of 

exams (total of ~10-12 assessments per year, with ~2 

examinations)
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WHY CHOOSE 
DURHAM?



Durham University Department of Sociology…

Durham Sociology is well-regarded 
nationally and internationally…

1st for Criminology and 3rd for Sociology in The 

Times and Sunday Times Good University Guide 2024

20th in the UK (QS World University Subject Rankings 
2024)

4th in the UK (for research impact in REF 2021)



Student Sports and Societies…



Work / Community Placement…

Placement Year Option

 Opportunity to do a paid work placement 
between your second and third year of study

 University support to find a placement

 Fantastic opportunity to get work experience 
and put your degree to practical use!

 www.durham.ac.uk/study/careers-employability-
enterprise/our-services/develop-yourself/

Community Placement Module
▪ Opportunity for a 50-hour placement 

with a community organisation as part 
of the final year of study

▪ Smaller scale opportunity for work 
experience and to take your degree 
out of the classroom

▪ Counts towards final degree
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Study Abroad…

For info see: www.dur.ac.uk/international/studyabroad

http://www.dur.ac.uk/international/studyabroad


Research Opportunities…

E.g. Laidlaw 
Scholarship Scheme

E.g. Collingwood 
Research Internships

E.g. MITACS Research 
Internship

An opportunity to do a supervised 
research project and undertake 

leadership training over two years

Some colleges offer opportunities 
for paid research internships over 

the summer

International research internship 
scheme supporting research in 

Canadian universities



Public Engagement (Sociology in Action)…



Graduate Career Destinations…

3rd Sector

Private Sector 
- General

Private Sector 
- Research

Criminal 
Justice

Education

Self-
Employed

Other

GRADUATE DESTINATIONS 

(Please note these data are quite rough!)

Sociology is a diverse subject which can be used 

as a basis for careers in many different areas and 

fields

The vast majority (~90%) of our graduates are in 

graduate-level employment or education 15 

months after graduation (HESA GOS)

Sociology is not a 
vocational degree…



APPLICATION 
INFORMATION



Admissions…

Standard offers
A-level = AAB
BTECH = DDD
IB = 36 (665)

Reduced offers may be made 
under our contextual / merit 
and potential offer schemes

Personal statements

We want to see that you really care 

about Sociology!

What bits of it are you interested in 

and why?

What reading, research, social 

engagement or whatever have you 

done to engage with your interests?

Always try and evidence and 

explain what you’re saying



Website:
www.dur.ac.uk/sociology

Email:
soccrim.admissions@durham.ac.uk 

mailto:soccrim.admissions@durham.ac.uk
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