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BA IN VISUAL ARTS AND FILM
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PHOTOGRAPHY, 
PAINTING, 
ARCHITECTURE,
PERFORMANCE)
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STUDIES

GLOBAL REACH



WHAT IS VISUAL CULTURE?



WHAT IS VISUAL CULTURE?

• Visual arts & film & performance art across cultures



WHAT IS VISUAL CULTURE?

ÉDOUARD MANET,
A BAR AT THE FOLIES-
BERGÈRE, OIL ON CANVAS, 
96 CM X 1.3 M

(1882)



WHAT IS VISUAL CULTURE?

HANNAH HÖCH,
DAS SCHÖNE MÄDCHEN

[THE BEAUTIFUL GIRL],
PHOTOCOLLAGE
(1920)



WHAT IS VISUAL CULTURE?

Jeff Wall: Picture for Women

[Photograph, 1979]

DIALOGUE



WHAT IS VISUAL CULTURE?

• Visual arts & film & performance art

• Cultural & historical understandings of vision



WHAT IS VISUAL CULTURE?

Diagram of the eyes and optic nerves, from 
Ibn al-Haytham (known in Europe as 
Alhazen), Kitab al-Manazir (Book of 
Optics); (11th century)

Woodcut from 
René Descartes' Principles of Philosophy (1644) 



WHAT IS VISUAL CULTURE?

FROM DZIGA VERTOV,

THE MAN WITH THE MOVIE CAMERA (1929)



WHAT IS VISUAL CULTURE?

• Visual arts & film & performance art

• Cultural & historical understandings of vision

• Images that are not ‘art’ (e.g. scientific images, 
advertisements, posters, etc)



WHAT IS VISUAL CULTURE?

ALFRED LEETE, LORD
KITCHENER WANTS YOU,
RECRUITMENT POSTER, 
VARIABLE DIMENSIONS
(1914)



WHAT IS VISUAL CULTURE?

• Visual arts & film & performance art

• Cultural & historical understandings of vision

• Images that are not art (e.g. advertisements, posters, etc)

• Ways we engage with the world through making & 
displaying images





WHAT IS VISUAL CULTURE?

• Visual arts & film & performance art

• Cultural & historical understandings of vision

• Images that are not art (e.g. advertisements, posters, etc)

• Ways we engage with the world through making & 
displaying images

• Practices & politics of looking, seeing and being seen, 
everyday performance, negotiations & struggles over 
images and spaces



Toppling and 
replacement

of statue of slave trader 
Edward Colston by 

Marc Quinn’s statue of 
Black Lives Matter 
protester Jen Reid

Bristol, 2020



BA IN VISUAL ARTS AND FILM

FILM

Forms of LEARNING

Forms of WRITING

Forms of ASSESSMENT

MUSEUM
STUDIESVISUAL CULTURE

SKILLS

THEORY AND PRACTICE



BA IN VISUAL ARTS AND FILM

FILM MUSEUM
STUDIESVISUAL CULTURE

Work placementsFilm-making module

Dissertation

Digital Skills module

Art and Film Writing GALLERY 101

CURATION MODULES



ART AND FILM WRITING



DIGITAL SKILLS



Film-making

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS



Any queries, please email

DR SIMON WARD. Programme Director
simon.ward2@durham.ac.uk

See also:

https://www.durham.ac.uk/departments/academic/modern-languages-
cultures/undergraduate-study/language-areas/visual-arts-and-film/

(with videos of our students talking about their experience on the programme)
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