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Read the instructipns on how to
write your name in hieroglyphs
and then draw them into our

What is a Cartouche? blank cartouche shape to show
you are a pharaoh.
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A cartouche is a special shape that is u
found around the name of a pharaoh

or member of the royal family, so if you

saw someone’s name inside this shape

you would know they were very
important. It is an oval with a straight
line at one end. Usually, the oval is
upright with the line at the bottom,
but sometimes you will see them
sideways.

The oval shape was meant to protect
the person from evil spirits as it circles
around their name. It was also very
important to the Ancient Egyptians to
have their name written down as this
meant they would pass into the
afterlife when they died and exist
forever. So a cartouche is a symbol of
protection and good luck.

Can you spot the cartouches on the \
examples that we have got here from

the collections at the Oriental

Museum?

FUN FACTS!

The cartouche came into
use over 4500 years ago,
during the rule of the
excellently named pharaoh,
Sneferu.

The cartouche was known
in Ancient Egypt as a
shenu, from the Egyptian
verb, sheni, meaning ‘to
encircle’
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How to Write ..fuvmcn

ThAe\ re were over 1000

. ANcient Egyptian

® hieroglyphs. Egch one

YOUIr NaMeEe N e,
WOords or | ]
They could Mstsounds.

. . . go left to
drlght, right to left or up and
gyvr). This makes them very
lrf;fcl:?ul'% to read and write
H o | iclent Egyptian scribes
Writing your name in hieroglyphs can be done in 1 of frai learr
i ned forgoycs? rs to learn
2\ 74\
/\ 1. Use our /\ 2. Take out
hieroglyph o
alphabet to vowels from

¥ find the your name
\\ symbol for _H_ and just
W\ each letter of write the
your name symbols for
_"'_ and draw

the
them into remaining
the

letters in the
cartouche. cartouche.

male

After your name, you can
draw the symbol showing
whether you are male or
female if you like.

We would love to see your cartouches. If your
adults are happy with this, please ask them to
email us any photographs to
4Schools@durham.ac.uk or they can post them
on Twitter tagging @dulearning.
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